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A House in the Woods, Ulster, New York, USA, 2013
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1 FENZ I M (N5S/ Corten wall at west elevation
2 I 32 THI/Site plan
3.4 P§FENZ[HI/Southeast elevation
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Wi H{% 5. /Credits and Data

% F/Client: Privacy

ERFIERIIT/Principal Architect: William Reue
&N /Project Team: James Teese, Jr.

L5 /Structural Engineer: Ross Dalland, PE.

1% %515 11/Mechanical Engineer: D'Antonio Consulting
Engineers

LEED JHi[7]/LEED Consultant: Integral Building &
Design

R EEHENME/Home Automation: Everglades
Technology

ZRLHl{E/Cabinetry: Cabinets by Stanley

#EINTHEIF/ Floor Area: 446m’

P LHAAl/Design Period: 2012.03-2012.10

JE 1SR [A]/Construction Period: 2012.11-2013.12

{5:52/Photos: Steve Freihon
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5 PEACNZ A 749/ Cor ten wall at northwest elevation

6 XLFHZITE NS 44/ Text carved in exterior bluestone

7 P71 /West elevation
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A House in the Woods is a single-family home
located on a densely forested 8.5 acre lot at the base
of the Shawangunk Mountains in Ulster County.
The 4800 ft” residence is the result of the studied
relationship between two opposing geometries — a
long sculptural wall clad in CorTen weathering steel
and a mass of stratified bluestone that appears to
have emerged from the boulder-strewn earth. The
use of natural materials and strategic siting make
the house completely invisible to the outside world
and yet keep it very tightly stitched into the natural
one.

The site boundary is defined by a row of 77
Norway spruces, the sole element that guides
visitors to the entrance of the secluded property.
The curved wall of the building is heroic, yet
pragmatically justified. Its slight bend creates a
shallow entry court and amplifies the sound of
the small stream that runs parallel to the house.
Additionally, the curved wall operates as a spine that
organizes the interior spaces as a series of cinematic
portals to the landscape, each window framing a
particular view that impacts the character of the
interior as the seasons change.

The interior of the house is an exercise of
modesty and restraint. Material selections were
based on the owner's mandate to develop an interior
consistent with her values of simplicity, comfort,
and durability. The boldness of the austere aesthetic
is tempered by the richness of its materials, resulting
in a refined and classic habitable composition.

Consistent with the owner's sense of
environmental stewardship, the design and
construction for A House in the Woods followed
the rigorous guidelines of the Leadership in Energy
and Environmental Design (LEED). The building's
high performance thermal envelope consists of 14-
inch-thick Structural Insulated Panels that tightly
interlock and custom-designed quadruple pane
windows constructed with FSC-certified wood. The
house also employs a direct-exchange geothermal
heating system, a rainwater harvesting system that
irrigates the row of Norway Spruces, and many other
"green" building technologies. The roof structure
was designed to accommodate photo-voltaic panels
and future wind turbines. However, even without
these two features, the house was certified LEED-
Silver and has a Home Energy Rating System (HERS)
Index of 44 which is approximately 56% more

energy efficient than a typical new home. []

8 F A[/Main entrance
9 3 [i/Floor plan
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Comments

DING Liyang: Surface and volume, enclosure and transparency, massiveness
and lightness... This project does not seem to be a typical exploration of the
balance between comfort and construction consumption; rather, it is more like
a classic modernist building in pursuit of composition and volume. However,
on close examination of the drawings and other related materials, it becomes
obvious that the CorTen weathering steel and large windows are not just walls
and windows in a traditional sense. Actually, these architectural elements are
attached to the building as 'mechanical equipment'. But, just like the exterior
equipment of air-conditioning, these elements merely 'hang' on the wall -
independent parts that could be totally detached from the building. Therefore,
in order to make this type of design more compelling, such elements better go
beyond their current function as 'hanging equipment' to gain more interaction

with the building per se.

JIANG Yong: A V-shaped giant wall anchors the home in nature, separating
quietude from noise and bustle, hence the way home is rendered like a story with
poetic shifts and turns. Meanwhile, the U form does an excellent job in solving
such problems as automobile traffic, main and auxiliary entrances, transition from
the sitting room to the dinning room and kitchen, spatial disposition of master

and minor bedrooms, as well as arrangement of facility rooms.




11.12 /&2 /Living Room
13 EFENDAE[F]/Master Bath
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