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Devland SOWETO Education Campus
Johannesburg | William Reue Architecture

IN 2010, when Deborah Terhune pivoted 
from a decades-long career in private-sector 
real estate to one in social entrepreneurship, 
she founded the nonprofit Growing Up 
Africa, with a two-pronged education mis-
sion. The New York–based organization 
develops secure and technology-ready educa-
tion facilities in South Africa with local labor, 
so that community members gain valuable 

field experience in the construction trades. In 
addition, upon conclusion of those projects, 
buildings are donated to school operators to 
perpetuate a culture of learning. The recently 
completed Devland Soweto Education 
Campus in Johannesburg is Growing Up 
Africa’s first foray into a higher-education 
program. 

The 21,500-square-foot building, which 

comprises administrative offices and flexible 
learning spaces, anchored by an auditorium in 
its northeast corner, was designed by New 
York–based William Reue Architecture, with 
Africa’s largest firm, Boogertman + Partners, 
serving as architect of record. Both studios 
worked on the commission pro bono, and 225 
companies donated materials and labor to the 
effort in all. These goods and professional ser- 
vices make up 80 percent of the total cost of 
the facility, which is equivalent to $6.9 mil lion. 

The Devland campus occupies a 1.7-acre 
parcel overlooking a highway that connects its 
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